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Do Masks Affect Interaction? 2 

Table S1. Information on all data collected, and text of questions asked. Shaded Grey = in-

class questionnaire; White = online questionnaire. 

 

Shaded Grey = in-class questionnaire; White = online questionnaire 

 

Variable Name Values/Type Description Full-Text 

Dyad Numeric Dyad ID#, member 

of the pair share the 

same value 

N/A 

Mask 1=mask, 2=no mask Mask Condition I’m wearing a hat & mask & glasses. 

    1: Yes 2: No 

Gender 1=female, 2=male participant gender I am male/female. 

    

Gays_inclass Likert scale 1 to 5 

(1=unfavorable, 

5=favorable) 

Attitude measured 

on in-class quaire 

My overall attitude toward gays is… 

Religion_inclass Likert scale 1 to 5 

(1=Disagree, 

5=Agree) 

Attitude measured 

on in-class quaire 

The average person can live a good 

enough life without religion. 

Abortion_inclass Likert scale 1 to 5 

(1=Disagree, 

5=Agree) 

Attitude measured 

on in-class quaire 

Abortion should be illegal in all situations. 

Drinking_inclass Likert scale 1 to 5 

(1=Disagree, 

5=Agree) 

Attitude measured 

on in-class quaire 

I like to go out drinking. 

Mood Likert scale 1 to 5 

(1=Unpleasant 

5=Pleasant) 

Mood measured on 

in-class quaire 

Overall, my mood is right now is… 

Topic 1=Pluto, 2=veggies, 

3=credits 

Conversation Topic 

for in-class exercise 

Conversation Topic 

1: Is Pluto a planet?  

2: Favorite Vegetables 

3: #Credits that should be required for 

your major 

Interaction Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=strongly disagree, 

7=strongly agree) 

Attraction item #1 I had a good feeling about this person 

before we interacted 

Interest Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=not at all 

interested, 7=very 

interested) 

Attraction item #2 Would you be interested in becoming 

friends with this person? 

Like Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=not at all, 7=very 

much) 

Attraction item #3 How much do you like this person? 

Attraction 1 (low) to 7 (high) Composite scale for 

attraction 

COMPUTE 

attraction=mean(Interaction,Interest,Like).  

EXECUTE. 
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Similar Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=not at all, 7=very 

much) 

Perceived similarity 

of partner 

How similar do you believe this person is 

to you? 

Outgoing Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=not at all, 7=very 

much) 

Perceived 

extraversion of 

partner 

How friendly and outgoing would you say 

this person is? 

Friendliness Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=not important, 

7=very important) 

Reasons for 

choosing the partner 

Friendliness of the other person 

SimtoMe Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=not important, 

7=very important) 

Reasons for 

choosing the partner 

Seemed similar to me 

SeemInterest Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=not important, 

7=very important) 

Reasons for 

choosing the partner 

Seem interesting 

BodyShape Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=not important, 

7=very important) 

Reasons for 

choosing the partner 

The look of their body and shape 

FaceHead Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=not important, 

7=very important) 

Reasons for 

choosing the partner 

The look of their face and head 

ClothingA Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=not important, 

7=very important) 

Reasons for 

choosing the partner 

Their clothing seemed appealing 

ClothingS Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=not important, 

7=very important) 

Reasons for 

choosing the partner 

Their clothing made them seem similar to 

me 

Posture Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=not important, 

7=very important) 

Reasons for 

choosing the partner 

Their posture and movement 

Otherdes String Reasons for 

choosing the partner 

Something else (describe _____) 

Other# Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=not important, 

7=very important) 

Reasons for 

choosing the partner 

Rating scale for “Something else” 

UncomftAct Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=strongly disagree, 

7=strongly agree) 

Comfort item #1 This activity made me feel uncomfortable 

UncomfWear Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=strongly disagree, 

7=strongly agree) 

Comfort item #2 What I was wearing made me feel 

uncomfortable. 

Myself Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=strongly disagree, 

7=strongly agree) 

Comfort item #3 I felt like I could be myself in this activity 

Arabs Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=very negative, 

Prejudice item Please rate your feelings toward each 

group. 
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7=very positive, 

8=decline to answer) 

Arabs 

Asians Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=very negative, 

7=very positive, 

8=decline to answer) 

Prejudice item Please rate your feelings toward each 

group. 

Asian Americans 

Black Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=very negative, 

7=very positive, 

8=decline to answer) 

Prejudice item Please rate your feelings toward each 

group. 

Black Americans 

Fat Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=very negative, 

7=very positive, 

8=decline to answer) 

Prejudice item Please rate your feelings toward each 

group. 

Fat people 

Prostitutes Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=very negative, 

7=very positive, 

8=decline to answer) 

Prejudice item Please rate your feelings toward each 

group. 

Female prostitutes 

Gays Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=very negative, 

7=very positive, 

8=decline to answer) 

Prejudice item Please rate your feelings toward each 

group. 

Gay men 

Homeless Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=very negative, 

7=very positive, 

8=decline to answer) 

Prejudice item Please rate your feelings toward each 

group. 

Homeless people 

Interracial Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=very negative, 

7=very positive, 

8=decline to answer) 

Prejudice item Please rate your feelings toward each 

group. 

Interracial couples 

Jews Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=very negative, 

7=very positive, 

8=decline to answer) 

Prejudice item Please rate your feelings toward each 

group. 

Jews 

Latinos Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=very negative, 

7=very positive, 

8=decline to answer) 

Prejudice item Please rate your feelings toward each 

group. 

Latinos 

NativeAm Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=very negative, 

7=very positive, 

8=decline to answer) 

Prejudice item Please rate your feelings toward each 

group. 

Native Americans 

Instrument Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Never, 7=A lot, 

8=Decline to answer) 

Activity item Indicate how often you do each of the 

following activities. 

Play a musical instrument 
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Gyma Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Never, 7=A lot, 

8=Decline to answer) 

Activity item Indicate how often you do each of the 

following activities. 

Go to the gym alone 

Gymo Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Never, 7=A lot, 

8=Decline to answer) 

Activity item Indicate how often you do each of the 

following activities. 

Go to the gym with others 

Art Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Never, 7=A lot, 

8=Decline to answer) 

Activity item Indicate how often you do each of the 

following activities. 

Do artwork 

Meat Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Never, 7=A lot, 

8=Decline to answer) 

Activity item Indicate how often you do each of the 

following activities. 

Eat meat 

Church Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Never, 7=A lot, 

8=Decline to answer) 

Activity item Indicate how often you do each of the 

following activities. 

Go to church 

Class Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Never, 7=A lot, 

8=Decline to answer) 

Activity item Indicate how often you do each of the 

following activities. 

Go to class 

Birthcon Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Strongly disagree, 

7=Strongly agree, 

8=Decline to answer) 

Attitude item  Birth control, except when recommended 

by a doctor, should be made illegal. 

Gayatt Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Extremely 

unfavorable, 

7=Extremely 

favorable, 8=Decline 

to answer) 

Attitude item  My overall attitude toward gays is 

Exerciseatt Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Extremely 

unfavorable, 

7=Extremely 

favorable, 8=Decline 

to answer) 

Attitude item  My overall attitude toward exercising is 

Religiousatt Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Extremely 

unfavorable, 

7=Extremely 

favorable, 8=Decline 

to answer) 

Attitude item The average person can lead a good 

enough life without religion 

Liberal 1 to 7 scale 

1=conservative, 

4=moderate, 7=liberal, 

8=decline to answer 

Attitude item In general, how would you describe your 

political views? 

ncs1 Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Strongly disagree, 

Need for closure 

(Item 32) 

I dislike it when a person’s statement 

could mean many different things 
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7=Strongly agree, 

8=Decline to answer) 

ncs2 Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Strongly disagree, 

7=Strongly agree, 

8=Decline to answer) 

Need for closure 

(Item 38) 

I feel uncomfortable when someone’s 

meaning or intention is unclear to me 

ncs3 Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Strongly disagree, 

7=Strongly agree, 

8=Decline to answer) 

Need for closure 

(Item 21) 

In most social conflicts, I can easily see 

which side is right and which is wrong 

ncs 1 (low) to 7 (high) Need for closure 

composite scale 

COMPUTE ncs=mean(ncs1, ncs2, ncs3).  

EXECUTE. 

sdo1 Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Strongly disagree, 

7=Strongly agree, 

8=Decline to answer) 

Social dominance 

orientation 

It’s probably a good thing that certain 

groups are at the top and other groups are 

at the bottom 

sdo2 Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Strongly disagree, 

7=Strongly agree, 

8=Decline to answer) 

Social dominance 

orientation 

We should do what we can to equalize 

conditions for different groups 

sdo2R Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Strongly agree, 

7=Strongly disagree, 

8=Decline to answer) 

Social dominance 

orientation 

Reverse scored item: We should do what 

we can to equalize conditions for different 

groups 

sdo3 Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Strongly disagree, 

7=Strongly agree, 

8=Decline to answer) 

Social dominance 

orientation 

Inferior groups should stay in their place 

sdo4 Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Strongly disagree, 

7=Strongly agree, 

8=Decline to answer) 

Social dominance 

orientation 

We should increase social equality  

sdo4R Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Strongly agree, 

7=Strongly disagree, 

8=Decline to answer) 

Social dominance 

orientation 

Reverse scored item: We should increase 

social equality  

sdo 1 (low) to 7 (high) Social dominance 

orientation 

composite scale 

COMPUTE sdo=mean(sdo1, sdo2R, sdo3, 

sdo4R).  

EXECUTE. 

rwa1 Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Strongly disagree, 

7=Strongly agree, 

8=Decline to answer) 

Right wing 

authoritarianism 

The withdrawal from tradition will turn 

out to be a fatal flaw one day 

rwa2 Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Strongly disagree, 

Right wing 

authoritarianism 

The real keys to the “good life” are 

obedience, discipline, and virtue. 
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7=Strongly agree, 

8=Decline to answer) 

rwa3 Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Strongly disagree, 

7=Strongly agree, 

8=Decline to answer) 

Right wing 

authoritarianism 

What our country really needs instead of 

more “civil rights” is a good stiff dose of 

law and order 

rwa 1 (low) to 7 (high) Right wing 

authoritarianism 

composite scale 

COMPUTE rwa=mean(rwa1, rwa2, rwa3) 

EXECUTE. 

pwe Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Strongly disagree, 

7=Strongly agree, 

8=Decline to answer) 

Protestant work 

ethic 

Anyone who is willing and able to work 

hard has a good chance of succeeding 

TIPI1 Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Strongly disagree, 

7=Strongly agree, 

8=Decline to answer) 

Ten-Item 

Personality 

Inventory (TIPI) 

I see myself as extroverted, enthusiastic 

TIPI2 Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Strongly disagree, 

7=Strongly agree, 

8=Decline to answer) 

TIPI I see myself as critical, quarrelsome 

TIPI2R Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Strongly agree, 

7=Strongly disagree, 

8=Decline to answer) 

TIPI Reverse scored item: I see myself as 

critical, quarrelsome 

TIPI3 Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Strongly disagree, 

7=Strongly agree, 

8=Decline to answer) 

TIPI I see myself as dependable, self-

disciplined  

TIPI4 Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Strongly disagree, 

7=Strongly agree, 

8=Decline to answer) 

TIPI I see myself as anxious, easily upset 

TIPI4R Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Strongly agree, 

7=Strongly disagree, 

8=Decline to answer) 

TIPI Reverse scored item: I see myself as 

anxious, easily upset 

TIPI5 Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Strongly disagree, 

7=Strongly agree, 

8=Decline to answer) 

TIPI I see myself as open to new experiences 
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TIPI6 Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Strongly disagree, 

7=Strongly agree, 

8=Decline to answer) 

TIPI I see myself as reserved, quiet 

TIPI6R Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Strongly agree, 

7=Strongly disagree, 

8=Decline to answer) 

TIPI Reverse scored item: I see myself as 

reserved, quiet 

TIPI7 Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Strongly disagree, 

7=Strongly agree, 

8=Decline to answer) 

TIPI I see myself as sympathetic, warm 

TIPI8 Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Strongly disagree, 

7=Strongly agree, 

8=Decline to answer) 

TIPI I see myself as disorganized, careless 

TIPI8R Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Strongly agree, 

7=Strongly disagree, 

8=Decline to answer) 

TIPI Reverse scored item: I see myself as 

disorganized, careless 

TIPI9 Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Strongly disagree, 

7=Strongly agree, 

8=Decline to answer) 

TIPI I see myself as calm, emotionally stable 

TIPI10 Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Strongly disagree, 

7=Strongly agree, 

8=Decline to answer) 

TIPI I see myself as conventional, uncreative 

TIPI10R Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Strongly agree, 

7=Strongly disagree, 

8=Decline to answer) 

TIPI Reverse scored item: I see myself as 

conventional, uncreative 

extraversion 1 (low) to 7 (high) TIPI-Extraversion 

composite 

COMPUTE extraversion=mean(TIPI1, 

TIPI6R) 

EXECUTE. 

agreeableness 1 (low) to 7 (high) TIPI-Agreeableness 

composite 

COMPUTE agreeableness=mean(TIPI2R, 

TIPI7) 

EXECUTE. 

conscientiousnes

s 

1 (low) to 7 (high) TIPI-

Conscientiousness 

composite 

COMPUTE 

conscientiousness=mean(TIPI3, TIPI8R) 

EXECUTE. 

emostab 1 (low) to 7 (high) TIPI-Emotional 

Stability composite 

COMPUTE emostab=mean(TIPI4R, 

TIPI9) 

EXECUTE. 

openness 1 (low) to 7 (high) TIPI-Openness 

composite 

COMPUTE openness=mean(TIPI5, 

TIPI10R) 
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EXECUTE. 

ECR1 Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Strongly disagree, 

7=Strongly agree, 

8=Decline to answer) 

Experiences in 

Close Relationships 

(ECR) 

It helps to turn to my romantic partner in 

times of need. 

ECR1R Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Strongly agree, 

7=Strongly disagree, 

8=Decline to answer) 

Experiences in 

Close Relationships 

(ECR) 

Reverse scored item: It helps to turn to my 

romantic partner in times of need. 

ECR2 Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Strongly disagree, 

7=Strongly agree, 

8=Decline to answer) 

Experiences in 

Close Relationships 

(ECR) 

I need a lot of reassurance that I am loved 

by my partner 

ECR3 Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Strongly disagree, 

7=Strongly agree, 

8=Decline to answer) 

Experiences in 

Close Relationships 

(ECR) 

I want to get close to my partner, but I 

keep pulling back 

ECR4 Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Strongly disagree, 

7=Strongly agree, 

8=Decline to answer) 

Experiences in 

Close Relationships 

(ECR) 

I find that my partner(s) don’t want to get 

as close as I would like 

ECR5 Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Strongly disagree, 

7=Strongly agree, 

8=Decline to answer) 

Experiences in 

Close Relationships 

(ECR) 

I turn to my partner for many things, 

including comfort and reassurance 

ECR5R Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Strongly agree, 

7=Strongly disagree, 

8=Decline to answer) 

Experiences in 

Close Relationships 

(ECR) 

Reverse scored item: I turn to my partner 

for many things, including comfort and 

reassurance 

ECR6 Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Strongly disagree, 

7=Strongly agree, 

8=Decline to answer) 

Experiences in 

Close Relationships 

(ECR) 

My desire to be very close sometimes 

scares people away 

ECR7 Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Strongly disagree, 

7=Strongly agree, 

8=Decline to answer) 

Experiences in 

Close Relationships 

(ECR) 

I try to avoid getting too close to my 

partner 

ECR8 Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Strongly disagree, 

7=Strongly agree, 

8=Decline to answer) 

Experiences in 

Close Relationships 

(ECR) 

I do not often worry about being 

abandoned 

ECR8R Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Strongly agree, 

7=Strongly disagree, 

8=Decline to answer) 

Experiences in 

Close Relationships 

(ECR) 

Reverse scored item: I do not often worry 

about being abandoned 
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ECR9 Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Strongly disagree, 

7=Strongly agree, 

8=Decline to answer) 

Experiences in 

Close Relationships 

(ECR) 

I usually discuss my problems and 

concerns with my partner 

ECR9R Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Strongly agree, 

7=Strongly disagree, 

8=Decline to answer) 

Experiences in 

Close Relationships 

(ECR) 

Reverse scored item: I usually discuss my 

problems and concerns with my partner 

ECR10 Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Strongly disagree, 

7=Strongly agree, 

8=Decline to answer) 

Experiences in 

Close Relationships 

(ECR) 

I get frustrated if romantic partners are not 

available when I need them 

ECR11 Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Strongly disagree, 

7=Strongly agree, 

8=Decline to answer) 

Experiences in 

Close Relationships 

(ECR) 

I am nervous when partners get too close 

to me 

ECR12 Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=Strongly disagree, 

7=Strongly agree, 

8=Decline to answer) 

Experiences in 

Close Relationships 

(ECR) 

I worry that romantic partners won’t care 

about me as much as I care about them 

anxiety 1 (low) to 7 (high) Experiences in 

Close Relationships 

(ECR) Anxiety 

composite scale 

COMPUTE anxiety=mean(ECR2, ECR4, 

ECR6, ECR8R, ECR10, ECR12) 

EXECUTE. 

avoidance 1 (low) to 7 (high) Experiences in 

Close Relationships 

(ECR) Avoidance 

composite scale 

COMPUTE avoidance=mean(ECR1R, 

ECR3, ECR5R, ECR7, ECR9R, ECR11) 

EXECUTE. 

sex 1=male, 2=female, 

3=decline to answer 

participant sex I am _______. 

age numeric participant age in 

years 

I am ______ years old. 

race 1=White/Caucasian, 

2=Black/African 

American, 

3=Latino(a), 4=Asian 

American, 5=Native 

American, 

6=Something Else, 

7=Decline to Answer 

participant 

race/ethnicity 

Please choose the term that best describes 

your racial/ethnic group. 

international 1=yes, 2=no, 

3=decline to answer 

international student Are you an international student? 

makefriends Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=strongly disagree, 

7=strongly agree, 

8=decline to answer) 

social network 

questions 

I make new friends easily 
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network Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=strongly disagree, 

7=strongly agree, 

8=decline to answer) 

social network 

questions 

I have many friends in my social network 

friendly Likert scale 1 to 7 

(1=strongly disagree, 

7=strongly agree, 

8=decline to answer) 

social network 

questions 

I would say that most people who know 

me think I’m friendly 

dating 1=yes, 2=no, 

3=decline to answer 

relationship status Are you currently in a dating relationship? 

dating_mo Numeric relationship length 

in months 

For how many months have you been in 

your current relationship?  

quality Likert scale 1 to 5 

(1=I’m very 

dissatisfied, 2=I’m 

dissatisfied, 3=I have 

mixed feelings about 

it; I’m both satisfied 

and dissatisfied, 4=I’m 

satisfied, 5=I’m very 

satisfied, 6=I’m not 

currently in a 

relationship, 7=decline 

to answer) 

relationship 

satisfaction 

How would you characterize the quality of 

your current relationship? 

     

Reliabilities of Composite Scales 

Need for Closure α = .54 (3 items; N=281) 

Social Dominance Orientation α = .80 (4 items; N=277) 

Right Wing Authoritarianism α = .67 (3 items; N=270) 

Experiences in Close Relationships Scale: Attachment Anxiety α = .75 (6 items; N=263) 

Experiences in Close Relationships Scale: Attachment Avoidance α = .81 (6 items; N=263) 

 

Reliabilities of Big 5 (two items per dimension) 

Full class 

  Extraversion r=.58 (N=393) 

  Agreeableness r=.24 (N=391) 

  Conscientiousness r=.38 (N=393) 

  Emotional stability r=.37 (N=393) 

  Openness to experience r=.25 (N=393) 

 

Students present on day of mask experiment 

  Extraversion r=.55 (N=284) 

  Agreeableness r=.24 (N=282) 

  Conscientiousness r=.39 (N=284) 

  Emotional stability r=.42 (N=283) 

  Openness to experience r=.24 (N=284)  
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Photo S1. The data were collected on Weds, April 25, 2012 in class. Note: This photo is blurred 

for anonymity.  
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Data S1.  

The complete data, codebook, data files, command file/code, and supplemental file 

(in slightly different format) is available at:  

https://osf.io/b8gfe/?view_only=81df9be8976449799b6dedaf8fe61747 

 

 
 

  

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fosf.io%2Fb8gfe%2F%3Fview_only%3D81df9be8976449799b6dedaf8fe61747&data=04%7C01%7Ccrandall%40ku.edu%7Cc8353c55bc5140704feb08d91197ca53%7C3c176536afe643f5b96636feabbe3c1a%7C0%7C0%7C637560165897423443%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=NFkNrmGlQ8FsnJKLHZJWQ0lA38gSVwpUiACIeB9RDvM%3D&reserved=0
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Table S2. The experience of social interaction with and without masks: Very little 

difference. 

  
Mask 
Condition 

No Mask 
Condition 

p-value/ 
Effect size 

r with 
Politics 

Average 
Rated 

Importance 

Ratings of  
Experimental 
Experience 

M SD M SD p/d    

1. 
Perceived friendliness 
of partner 

5.82 1.3 5.94 1.22 0.43/.03 .04 

2. Attraction to partner 5.59 1.02 5.66 0.89 0.56/.07 .00 

3. 
I was able to be 
myself 

5.23 1.69 5.41 1.65 0.40/.11 .03 

4. 
Perceived similarity to 
partner 

4.94 1.39 5.06 1.23 0.47/.09 -.13 

5. 
Mood prior to 
meeting 

4.12 0.87 4.05 0.94 0.55/.08 -.03 

6. 
Discomfort from the 
activity 

3.23 1.87 3.19 1.72 0.86/.02 .06 

7. 
Discomfort from 
wearing a mask 

3.58 2.1 1.71 1.27 < .005/1.1 .07 

 
Reasons for 
Choosing Partner 

M SD M SD p/d  

1. Their friendliness 5.76 1.57 5.71 1.28 0.82/.05   

2. Seemed interesting 5.17 1.57 5.29 1.4 0.52/.08 -.11 

3. Seemed similar to me 4.94 1.39 5.06 1.23 0.87/.09 *-.19* 

4. 
Their posture and 
movement 

4.15 1.89 4.11 1.77 0.87/.02 -.07 

5. 
Their clothing made 
them seem similar to 
me 

3.98 1.95 3.91 1.87 0.77/.04 -.13 

6. 
Their clothing 
seemed appealing 

3.73 1.93 3.71 1.91 0.95/.01 -.13 

7. 
Look of their body 
and shape 

3.20 1.79 3.34 1.85 0.56/.08 *-.16 

8. 
Look of their face 
and head 

2.60 1.68 3.30 1.84 < .005/.40 -.14 

Note: The items are in descending order of combined rated importance across conditions. All 

ratings made on a 1-7 Likert-type scale. We used the Holm-Bonferroni method for 

multiple comparisons for significance tests, overall alpha =.05. 
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Table S3. Dimensions of Similarity by Mask Condition: Highest ICCs with and without 

masks. 

 Visible Face ICC Wearing Mask ICC 

1. Go to gym with others .31 Go to gym alone .25 

2. Opposition to death penalty .24 Drinking Attitudes .25 

3. Evaluation of homeless people .24 LGBTQ attitudes .24 

4. Valuing art .23 Need for Closure .24 

5. Extraversion .20 Year in college .21 

6. Openness to experience .19 Evaluation of Native Americans .15 

7. Play musical instrument .17 LGBTQ attitudes .14 

8. LGBTQ attitudes .17 Eating Meat .14 

9. LGBTQ attitudes   .15   

 

Note: *Attitudes measured during the exercise. All other attitudes measured in 

prior session of class. 

 

 

  

 Dimensions of similarity. The groups had equally similar dyads, but there was some 

modest difference on which dimensions mattered for selection.  In Table 2, we list the 

dimensions/variables in each condition in which participants scored an ICC > .10; there were 

nine for the visible face, and eight for those wearing masks. Attitudes toward LGBTQ people 

appear on both lists; there is no further overlap. The period of data collection was an important 
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era of change in the acceptability of anti-gay prejudice, and data collected simultaneously at the 

same institution showed a significant reduction in anti-gay prejudice (BLINDED).  

Students in the visible face condition assorted on dimensions oriented toward openness and 

expansion, including openness to experience, accompanying others to the gym, extraversion, 

valuing art and opposing the death penalty. Students in the masked conditions assorted on 

dimensions oriented toward solitary visits to the gym, the need for closure, and similarity in 

age/class in college. Maskless students were assorting on social and open-minded variables, and 

masked faced students were assorting on solitary and close-minded variables.   
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Table S4. Correlations with Political Liberalism 
 

 r-All r-Mask r-No Mask 
Equal slopes  

p-value 

Experimental    
   Experience 

    

Perceived friendliness of 
partner 

.04 .12 -.03 .22 

Attraction to partner .00 -.05 .04 .48 

I was able to be myself .03 -.04 .09 .36 

Perceived similarity to 
partner 

-.13 -.08 -.17 .64 

Mood prior to meeting -.03 .00 -.05 .70 

Discomfort from the 
activity 

.06 .04 .08 .83 

Discomfort from 
wearing a mask 

.07 .07 .13 .94 

Reasons for  
  Choosing Partner 

    

Their friendliness .02 -.03 .06 .54 

Seemed interesting -.03 -.08 .02 .73 

Seemed similar to me -.20* -.07 -.31* .15 

Their posture and 
movement 

.07 .14 -.25* .006* 

Their clothing made 
them seem similar to me 

-.13 .00 -.24* .10 

Their clothing seemed 
appealing 

-.13 -.05 -.20* .30 

Look of their body and 
shape 

-.16* -.07 -.24* .26 

Look of their face and 
head 

-.14* -.10 -.18 .57 

 
Note: * p<.05, uncorrected for multiple tests.  
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Complete copy of original questionnaire

 
 

First Name: _____________    Last Name: _________________   Last 4 Digits of Student # ___________ 

I am wearing a hat & mask & glasses.     Yes  /  No  (circle one) 
I am male / female. (circle one) 
 

Disclaimer: Your participation is solicited, although strictly voluntary. Your name will not be associated in any way with the 
research findings, and any information we keep will only have code identification, not names. 
 

My overall attitude toward gays is…      Unfavorable 1  2  3  4  5  Favorable 
The average person can live a good enough life without religion.  Disagree      1  2  3  4  5  Agree 
Abortion should be illegal in all situations.     Disagree      1  2  3  4  5  Agree 
I like to go out drinking         Disagree      1  2  3  4  5  Agree 
Overall, my mood is right now is…      Unpleasant  1  2  3  4  5  Pleasant 
 

Sticker from the Person You Met:     Conversation Topic (check one): 
  ___ Is Pluto a planet?  
  ___ Favorite vegetables? 
  ___ #Credits that should be required for your major 
 
 

 
 

1. I had a good feeling about this person before we interacted.  Strongly  1   2   3   4   5   6   7   Strongly  
          disagree    agree 
 

2. Would you be interested in becoming friends with this person?  Not at all   1   2   3   4   5   6   7  Very  
          interested    interested 
 

3. How much do you like this person?     Not at all   1   2   3   4   5   6   7 Very much 

 

4. How similar do you believe this person is to you?   Not at all   1   2   3   4   5   6   7 Very similar 

 

5. How friendly and outgoing would you say this person is?   Not at all   1   2   3   4   5   6   7 Very much 
 
 

How much did the following factors determine which person you chose to interact with? 
 

    Friendliness of the other person   not important   1   2   3   4   5   6   7  very important 

    Seemed similar to me    not important   1   2   3   4   5   6   7  very important 

    Seemed interesting     not important   1   2   3   4   5   6   7  very important  

    The look of their body and shape   not important   1   2   3   4   5   6   7  very important 

    The look of their face and head   not important   1   2   3   4   5   6   7  very important 

    Their clothing seemed appealing   not important   1   2   3   4   5   6   7  very important 

    Their clothing made them seem similar to me not important   1   2   3   4   5   6   7  very important 

    Their posture and movement   not important   1   2   3   4   5   6   7  very important 

    Something else (describe _________________________)            1   2   3   4   5   6   7  very important 

 

Final Questions 
 

1. This activity made me feel uncomfortable.    Strongly  1   2   3   4   5   6   7   Strongly  
          disagree    agree 

 

2. What I was wearing made me feel uncomfortable.  Strongly  1   2   3   4   5   6   7   Strongly  
         disagree    agree 

 

3. I felt like I could be myself in this activity.    Strongly  1   2   3   4   5   6   7   Strongly  
         disagree    agree 

 
 

Put Sticker Here 
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Figure 2s:Partner Choice Strategy


